SOME LESSON S LEARNED
byPOCLAD

with diversgpeoplexroundthe coun-

try andtheworld hasbeerstimulating
reexaminationf ourgoalspurangysesour
conext, andourlanguge.Here ae :a/eralof
ourcordusions.

POCLADS SUSTAINED ENGAGEMENT

1. Peoplecannothallege theillegitimay
of caporatepvernancevithoutcontest-
ing the corporate culture of endles
expansiorandits astoundingstrage-
mentfromthenaturalorld.

Theironlaw of thecaporatecultueis sim-
ple: esry nationrequiesconstaf-expand-
ing productionand consumptionf esery-
thing Etenaly inaeasingalessccompanied
by larger andlarger probts(andfener and
fenerempbyeeskre prod of ebcieny and
successfulangement.

Corpordions indruct us tha congant
expansiorof productionconsumptioand
profits is the source of jobs paycheks,
progresssunvival andfreedom We are told
thatto anid freezingandstavingin thedark,
peoplecommunitiestatesandnationsnust
competepinsbneanotheto createhebest
dimatesfor dobal caporations. All the
Eath andouterspacenustoemadeaildle
for caporateuseat bagainpriceandwith-
out aknowledginghe realityof the Eath®
naturasystemandnaturakconoy.

The tasks aheed cdl upon people to rel3ect

and att aspartidpantsin humen, biologicd and
conditutiond communities as people who ae
practidng sdf-governence to honor life and to
presrvetheintegrd economy of pleng Eath.

The widespresd public debateN ferret,
redyNnecessa to debgitimatecaporate
authorityover peopleand the planetmust
grappleviththepurposef life withhumansO
placein the naturalworld, alongwith the
assumegbalsof work, technolay, produc-
tion andgreatationalealth.

2. Disussons dout corporations mugt
addessthe authorityandresponsibility
of asovereignpeopleVe the PeopleO
of ourConstitutio®Prearble.

Whenwe bring peopleogetherfor discus-
sionsaboutcaporationsheystat off, pre-

dictdly, talkingaboutthe especiglhamful

actof caporationgprimaty industriahnd
Pnancialbut alsosevice,educationand
charitale). It doesnottakelong, however, for

democky to become centralkopic. We

then encouge explorationsof selfgover-

nanceand the purposeof governmentsby

examining the Preamble to the US

Constitution.

Weask:Whatare ourrightsandresponsi-
bilities as sovereign people?Why were so
may dassedf peoplexdudedromWethe
Peoplein Rewlutionay times? How hae
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aclvistsin esry generatiorredebnedhe
meaningf We the PeopleOhatwork
remaingo bedone?

Why hare We the Peopleempweredcor-
poratebodieso commitsustainediolence
agpinstpeoplespecieshe Eath anddemo-
cratigprocesses?

The 53word Prearble doesnot bestw
propety, politicalor humamightsuponcor-
porations.It doesnot prescribeompetition
or maximunproductiorasthe natio®basic
valuesRathe it prodaims:

Wethepeoplef theUnitedStatesn
orderto form amae pefectunion estab-
lishjusticeinsue domestitranquiliy,
providefor thecommomldensepromote
thegenerahefareandsecretheblessings
of libety to ourselesandourposterity
doordainandesthlishthisConstitution
for theUnitedStatesf America.

Thechallegebecomedea: to contrasand
invokethePrearle againsjurispudencand
legislatiodimiting the authorityof a sover-
eignpeopleverall ourowninstitutionatre-
ationscaporateandovernment.

3. Organizingo debPneédpersonhddtias
beenan essentiglat of ey genera-
tion®stugde for democratiselfgover-
nance. Activistsneedto mae moral,
politicd and draegic diginctions
betveencaporateentitiesand human
persons.

Despite the naion® pesset rhetoric of
equdity, a minority of the people in the 13
colonies were powaful enough to dene the
mgjority of peopleN Africens, Nétive peoples
women, men without property, debtorsN as
propaty, or as non-pasons without legd
ganding They ds0 dened the Earth and its
aeduresashaving no legd rights no sanding
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Wholedassesf humarbeingsheédore,
have hadto organizeto debPnéhemsetsas
OpersoBso theytoo could govan them-
Hves fulBl thar humenity, ddend thdr
communitiexnther specieand the Eath.
Thishasotbeereasywork.

Ascaporationamassedealtrandponer
from government sending and great
land/resotcegrabsduringheCivilWar, cor-
poratdeadersetout to chame legal theay
andthelan. TheSupemeCout andleggisla-
tive bodiedeganto grantbusinessapora-
tionspoliticalandavil rightsorigindy held
by the youngnatio®propety-ovningwhite
maldounders.

By 1886 jus aout a century dte the
Condtitution weswritten, the corporate Rtion
had achiesd ce fato the avil, politicd and
property rights of enfranchised neturd per-
ons  This wes wdl kdae the mgority of
humen bangsin this country gained ther il
rigits

By the ealy twentiethcentuy legislattes
andthe couts had alsodedared decision-
meking about investment, production and
work to be caporationSprivate propety.
Federatoutsin paticularhadassgedtheir
authorityto limit the ability of statesand
municipatpvernments$o debnandinstuct
thecaporatiorwithintheirjurisdictions.

Caporationgae hadover a centuy to
presnt people from usng our dae and
municipatovernmentso spelloutcaporate
natue.

Corporate leeders dso cregted thar ory,
and made it the nation® (Wha® good for
Gengd MotorsE Q). CorporationsCauccess
in menufecturing and Soreedingthar verson of
this country®history, while they sif or ret us
OUr OAN resdUrces is a mgor resson Why 0
meany people today bdiese tha the way things
aeistheway they haredwaysbean, were meant
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to be. . . tha thee can be no dternaives
Corporations hae planted the notion degp in
peopledoonstioumess that corporate dedsons
about invesment, production and the orgeniza:
tion of work are beyond the authority of the
Ameican people and that it is proper for cor-
porations to shgpe not only economic ded-
gons, but dso a supposadly soverdgn peopled
educetion, public policy debetes dections lan-
meking, and jurisprudence

Aciivistorganizingnustroadenheindu-
svenessf We the Peopleand strip giant
caporationsf theirdaimto politicalrights
of naturapersons.

4. Efforts to rewoke corporae chartes
chane legal doctrinesanddchallege our
caporatecultue mae sensenly in the
conext of sustainediemocratigoliti-
calandsociamoxements.

AsPOCLADexplaedthenatue andhistay
of giantgobal caporationsfhetherthe
EastndiaCompay or theVirginiaCompay
of the eghtemnth century, the Africa
Compay of the nineteentlcentuy, or the
WMX Technologiez and Union Carbide
Caporatiorof thelatetwentietrcentuyN
we realizedhat they all were designedio
destoy or limit competitionbuy cheapand
selldea destoy localcultuesandhistorical
memoriegontol disputeresolutiongdebPne
wha®public andwha®privateandwhois a
personbdore the lan, shapepublic policy
debateand lay, commitlegalizedviolence,
speadtheirvalues.In otherwords, they wee
desigriegven.

But in the U.S gygem of conditutiond sdf-
governence the authority to shgpe our sodety
and deneour aultureissupposad to besoldy in
the hands of the people The poner to aedte
and ddne governmatt or busness inditutions
to Qromote the ganerd welfare@s the people®

Defying Corporations,Debning Democ racy

Duringthetwentiettcentuy, andcetairly
ower the pastdecadescivist groupshae
beenresistingaporatehams,andpropely
2. Butfewof theserganizationkase paid
much attentiorio thecaporatdormitset, to
the rights and powers caporationsseized
fromthepeopleo thejudiciabriginsof cor-
poration@onstitutiongrotectionsyrto the
responsibilitf asovereigrnpeopléo ke all
ourcaporatéodiesn chek.

In otherwords, acivists hae not been
lookingat the relationshifpetveenpersons
andcaporatdoctionsindeed)NethePeople
hae beerconcedinguthorityandpowner to
greatcaporatebodiesandnot eentalking
aboutit. We hase allowed our institutional
servamtsbecomeurmaste

While this is the redity which groups,
formed to resist corporae harms one by
one, confront today, countless activist
srugdes haelad the groundwork for cre-
aive susaned and escaating chalengesto
the authority of dl giant corporae bodies.

5. Pudlic débateon propety rights,sover-
eigntyandliberty islongoverdue.

Stating in the nineteenthentwy, caporate
leaderapedhenatio®founderby couhing
theirdemandfor propety rightsin thelan-
guae of libaty for naturalpersons.Ever

sincegheyharecontendetthatany deceasin

acaporatio®propety rightsconstitutean

assaultiponthe freedomandlibety of all

peoplén thisnation.

A propety rightistherightto exdudeoth-
ers.AsProfessoMorrisR. Cohemrotesev-
eralgenerationagp, propety rights Ocom-
pellingseviceandobedienCeorferacetain
soverdgn power upon concentrations of
wealth|landandponer3

Asanothecommentattiasotedpwner-
shiprightshae aways beenOdgal creations
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. . . Economigaluedoesnot predatdaw; it
is createdby lav®

The AmericarRewlution wrestedsover-
eigntyfromtheEngishMonadwy andvested
it notin stateor federagovernmentsut in
the people Many who fought in the
Rewlution, alongwith later generationsf
AfricansNative peoplesyomenurbarerti-
sansand mehanicslike the Loco Focos,
Jksonians, Knights of Labor, Populigs
Anarchigs and Wobblies among others
understoothatto a truly sovereignpeople,
no caggoriesof informationor arenasof
decision-makingpuld propely be dedared
off-limits,beondtheirauthoriy.

They understoodhat concentrationsf
propety assaultethdvidual personsself-
governinginstitutionandtheEath. Sothey
resistetheconept thatpropety rightswere
irreerdbly debnedy monachs or by the
wealhy. Indeedacivistsin e/ry generation
insistedthat the taskof dePningoropety
rdaionships in thee United Saes wee
political questionswhich must be settled
throughdemocratiprocesseaa which orly
humarpersonsouldpaticipate.

Theywee notwillingto concedpolitical
rightsandsovereign-ke ponersto aggomer-
ationsof propety calledOcrporation®

Leaderandorganizationsf theso-called
ORogresise Erglalongwithtwentieticentu-
ry libeds, honever, weewilling For example
they acepted federatoutsOdeceesthat a
corporaion® invesment, production and
work decisionaere propety rightsshelteed
by theU.S Constitutiorgandthatworkersdid
not enpy Bill of Rightsprotectiongrom
theircaporateempbyers. In sodoirg, they
contrbuted to today® great inequalitiesis
wellasto confusionaboupublic andprivate
decision-malgnabout pudlic and private
propety.
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Waresof distatedcaporatestoriegbout
propety andpoliticallibety hase resultedh
anover-poaeringcultue thatlegitimatesor-
porateule. Reealinganddeounkingtoday®
caporatestay by weaving diversepeopl®
andtheplané®storiesandby contestingor-
porateauthoriy, are essentidbr thedecolo-
nizingof ourminds.

This is &in to what Tom Pane® Camm
Srel and the fement leeding up to the
Amgrican RevolutionN accomplished:  the
eqoaure of the British monardhy, with dl its
lavsand pomp and higoriesand lege violenoe
a mady the oaatiasd adrery huren engs

It was this fermentwhich nurtured the
widesgadbelié thatthemonacy couldbe
uprootedand replacedwith a rewolutionay
ideaNsdl governance.

6. Peopl®struggesampinstcaporaterule
needo teketheoffenge, relRecthehis-
toriesandcircumstancektheirpaticu-
lar countriesandactin solidaritywith
oneanothe

At theheightf its pownerin Indiaduringthe
lateeighteentAndealy nineteentbenturies,
theEastindiaCompay still soughthaters
and license$rom the variousprincipalities
andprovincesf thesubcontinenThenas
now, busineseadersvantedtheir capora-
tionsto govern OdgalyO T heywantedyven-
ment® do the hewy lifting needetb kexp
peoplén line.

Astheydid in theU.S acentuy ago, cor-
porationsare now reconbgurinigws, legal
doctrines higories and cultures of othe
nations.Andtheyare obscuringheirhandi-
work by ascribingheriseof gobalcapora-
tions to natural,inevitdble maket meha-
nismswhich theylabel@jobalizatio® All
thewhile theyarefashioningulturagnviron-
mentghatencouge peopldo embracthe
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ideathattoday®dobalcaporationsae the
sameinheent, inaliende rights, freedoms
andmobilityasnaturapersons.
POCLAD:Is ergagingacivistsin theU.S
andothercountriesn examiningjobaliza-
tionasorly thelaesmarestiond dobadepo-
retiztio® Our straggy sessionsith acivist
groupsndudediscussiom$ how thecapo-
rateponer grabrequied deliberatplanning
andsustainedfort over saeralgenerations,
involving:
¥ doakingheirdemands thelanguge of
indviduahumaribety andpropety
rights;

¥ bribey, intimidatiorandviolence;

¥ manipulatinipcal stateandfederadpov-
enmentso we&envigorouspopular
movements;

¥ counterewlutionin thecoutsto under-
minetheauthorityof municipalitiesnd
stateto debneaporations;

¥ thecaporatecraftingof regulatoy and
administrae lav OgormgbOaccompanied
by theobscuringf thiscaporatariumph
behindhelabelgandmythologie)f
Ot ciendOpogresseOandOliberalO;

¥ pefectinghecaporatestay of histay
andcultueNindudingthe OimvitabilityO
andOireplaceabiliof giantcapora-
tions;and

¥ ongoingeforts all throughthetwentieth
centuy: (1) to directacivistmovements
towa campaigresercaporatédelaviors,
oneatatime,in staked-dek regulatoy
andadministrake aenasand(2) to divert
acivistmovementfor justicenay from
stuggesoverwhoisin chageNcorpora-
tionsorWethePeople.

POCLADregadsrepealingNorth American

Defying Corporations,Debning Democ racy

FreelradeAgreemen(NAFTA) andGeneral
AgreemeranTarffsandlradgGATT), and
resistingheforthcomingradesgreemenisf
theAmericagindtheMultilateraAgreement
on InvestmentMAI), astaskddedly suited
forinstgatingdebatesNorevary continentN
aboutpropety rightsanddemocratialues,
andthe natuwe of giantcaporationgoday.
Wewill continu¢o challegepopulanotions
abouthesetugges.

For example while we gpplaud the
Novembel997ddeatof GastrackOegisla-
tionin theU.S Corgressye vigorousy dis-
putethe obsevationof TheNatiormagpzin®
editorghat Oitsudy tollsthepassingf the
eraof untrammelemrporatejobalizatio®
Suth hyperbolgassingsandysisjs agrae
disseviceto acivistggrapplingo understand
andcontestaporateuletoday.

7. Redging corporaeassaultsin regulato-
ry and adminidrative agencies, and
gopeding to corporae leeders to act
respongbly via voluntary (odes of
oconduct Oleave the sructures of corpo-
rae ponver essentidly intact, and fal to
move public discourse forwerd.

Throughmostof thenineteentbentuy, the
mehanismpeopleusedio debneapora-
tionswere:

¥ acivdy debatingandredepPninipesoci-
etyvaluesindprinciplesyriting, issuing
anderforcingcaporatehaters;

¥ writing, amendingnderforcingstatecor-
poratiorcodesndstateconstitutiongind

¥ convening quowarrato(Qy what authorityQ
hearings to disolve corporaionswhich hed
become cancars upon the body palitic.

ByWorld War | caporationshad replaced

thesenehanismsf sovareigntywith regula-
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tory andadministrae statutesheyhelped
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Wethe PeopleSauthority tocdmetrereure

writeNstatuteshich concedeflindamental d ar arpoee bmes wes replaced with rules

dvil and propety rightsto caporations.
HistorianGabrieKolko, aleadeim rethink-
ingthe ORogresise Ergohasnoted:

Thaewaeaty numbe of optionsinvolv-
ing governmant and economics ebdractly
adlableto nationd politicd leedersduring
the period 1900-1916, and in virtudly
emy caethey chosethose slutionsto
problems advocated by the represantatives of
oonoarned busness and nandd interets?

which sought ingteed to reyiae arpoaiced
bdaia, oneharm a atime and usudly ater
thefact. All through the twentieth century,
corporaions hae worked had to divert
movements for judice from taking ther
gruggesinto politicd arenasof authority, of
vEragnty.

N OTES

1 ChalieWilsonof GeneradWlotorsCarporation
madehisstatemen testimay bdoretheU.S
Corgressn 1953.DEd.

2WasteManaementnc.

3 CoherDRopety andSovereignty(1,933.

4 Sunsteih993,p. 51.

5TheNation1997.

6 Indeecthisisthelogicof theWasteMlangement
Carporatiorbrid in Thomaginze@Pennsyhnia
caseNthagrvironmentahealthlaba, securities,
consumgandotherQegulatio®hadsupplantetthe
Omcan@debningnahanismef commortaw, char-
tersandcaporationsodes.Thusjn theviewof

thiscaporatio®attaneysthefactthatwaste
MangemenCaporatiorhadbeerfoundguiltyof
hundedsof regulatoy violationsearafteryea,
andhadpaidits (taxdeduchle) Pnessimiy
Opovedthattheregulatoy systen@orkedO It is
notmuh of aleapfromheaeto acaporatiorsucth
asSmithpelBoods|nc. which aU.S District
Cout judgeruledon AugusB, 1997 hadcommit-
tednedy 7,000violationsf theCleawWaterAct
sincel991. Themaeacaporatiorviolatestate
andfederalegulationghemae peopleanresteasy
becaugberegulatoy systemorks.

7 Kolko 1963.



